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The “Dead Hand” Architecture. 


or 


NEW SPACE-LANGUAGE FOR TO-DAY). 


BRAGDON. 


HEN architect calied upon the editor 

magazine discuss some subject more less 

germane the practice his profession, the 
last thing that looked for from him confession the 
failure that profession live its high oppor- 
tunities and responsibilities. Candor, nevertheless, com- 
pels the present author express this 

The paramount responsibility which architects have 
thus far failed meet, consists the and formu- 
lating which shall express modern life 
terms beauty. use the term space-language 
because the time-language to-day already exists the 
modern drama, the modern novel, and modern 
new art forms made meet new needs expression. The 
need not less urgent express modern psychology 
through and means the arts appropriate space. 
This preéminently the work the architect, yet for the 
most part arbitrarily limits himself the great styles 
the past, with the result that yet our age has 
architecture eloquent it. 

Now true that architectural styles are not created 
merely taking thought the matter, but grow imper- 
ceptibly, new conditions modifying old traditions. Con- 
servatism architecture is, therefore, good and 
necessary thing; but there comes time when conserva- 
tism ceases virtue. The architect who clings 
blindly precedent dealing with the unprecedented, 
now constantly forced do, much the position 
the boy who stood the burning deck. This habitual 
attitude looking backward the past over the shoulder 
the present, instead fronting the future, has resulted 
for the architect the atrophy his creative faculty. 
Too long contemplation the beautiful Medusa face 
art which not ours turns stone. 

course, architect can afford dispense with 
knowledge his art practised down the ages. 
well that should train himself think and work 
terms this style that, only learn that style 
garment which takes its shape from the materials and 
methods construction employed, and its ornament from 
the racial and national psychology. cannot eliminate 
the past. Let assimilate it, therefore, and learn its 
lessons. 

What are these One that change con- 
struction change consciousness demands fresh 


architectural forms for its expression. To-day 
kind construction unknown the ancients, and our 
psychology different. architect to-day must be- 
lieve himself and his time face face with 
urgent, arduous, and sacred duty that bringing 
birth the essential spirit this democracy body 
new beauty. Instead fulfilling this sublime destiny, 
discovered the act palming off some foundling 
alien parentage, under pretense that the legitimate 
offspring the age. 

These are hard words, but are they not true ones? 
think the architect who honest with himself, and not 
blinded the glamour Paris and precedent, will 
acknowledge that they are, though may reasonably 
plead extenuation the many difficulties which beset his 
path. 

‘hese difficulties are too numerous name, too 
need the chief are: the necessity for haste, 
the necessity for profit, the institution the middleman, 
the incompetence artisans, the lack critical discrim- 
ination the part patrons and public. But when all 
said, the greatest hindrance the architect absolutely 
self-imposed; the ghost Europe which 
insists upon being haunted. much ancestor- 
worshiper any Chinaman. 

The retort all this easy, obvious yes, and 
tive. ee Say the gods we worship are dead ; say they are 
false look the work the men who consider themselves 
emancipated from tradition: any better than ours 
architecturally than New 

Candor compels concede that with few eminent 
exceptions the fruit the tree liberty bitter the 
academic apple rotten. emancipated 
architecture must needs exclaim, with Madame Roland, 
Oh, Liberty, what crimes are committed thy name 
She, poor lady, was the victim political anarchy mas- 
querading political liberty, and architectural anarchy 
masquerades liberty similar fashion. art 
which the element should never absent, 
and herein lies the value schools and precedent they act 
curb upon ignorant and irresponsible originality. 
Their restrictions can only removed with impunity when 
wise se//-restraint practised. What our young men 
know this rare and precious virtue where taught 
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where practised? may answered that the schools 
supply this need that the study and analysis the archi- 
tectural masterpieces the past form the best possible 
preparation for original creative effort. may 
some cases perhaps might universally the pupil 
were continually reminded that must throw away his 
laboriously acquired knowledge and keep only the fine 
gold his discrimination and his facility. But this would 
bankrupt the man who taught only discriminate be- 
tween French and English, Rococo and Baroque, 
some such matter; whose facility exercised only 
the sedulous aping the mere externals style. 

Yes, were our young man urged always repeat 
himself the presence any masterpieces Michael 
Angelo’s apostrophe Brunelleschi, Like you will 
not build,’’ might discover and develop his own per- 
sonal tastes and talents. long, however, education 
design takes the form mere imitation, followed 
end and not means end, will more harm 

The trouble with our architectural education that 
based upon totally false premises. conducted the 
assumption that are inheritors certain modes and 
methods developed through the ages which are useful 
and useable the current coin the realm. matter 
fact, are castaways Island New Endeavor, 
and our inheritance more use than Robinson 
Crusoe’s gold was him. Education not dis- 
pensed with, but must modified suit our changed 
condition. Ours not old and artificial civilization 
are pioneers founders the future. Teach us, then, 
not remember, but only forget. 

Let re-state our problem and suggest manner 
which may met. are weave, with new materi- 
als, new patterns the loom space. How shall 
about it? learning the art 
lated any the so-called styles. have the tools, 
which are the eye and mind; and the materials are all 
about the source every kind formal 
beauty. Let us, dedicated the production beautiful 
organisms, learn from nature how beautiful organisms are 
produced. 

This injunction simple, but vague, and needs elu- 
cidation. shall not attempt elucidate here, since 
such not the purpose this essay. Besides, 
would only repeat what have already written.* 
The purpose this essay urge that give our 
inheritance —the spoils Europe —in order use the 
opulence which here hand. What need most 
mastery but what need first courage, and mastery 
will come itself. And our courage must consist con- 
fessing that have wandered blindly and far, that 
are lost Sahara sterile Our immedi- 
ate business, therefore, will ascend the nearest emi- 
nence and look about. 

Suppose concentrate our attention upon burnt clay 
products and consider the relation the architectural 
profession these alone. 

point technical excellence precision, durability, 
workmanship, speed and economy manufacture burnt 
clay products stand to-day higher level than ever be- 
fore. But when they are examined from the esthetic 


: The Beautiful Necessity 


standpoint, style, design, color, they suffer com- 
parison with the corresponding products 


ages. 
the 
contrary, these two functions are fulfilled separate in- 


Then the artist was himself the artisan: now, 


dividuals, differently educated, differently circumstanced. 
This fact may itself account for our inferiority 
but so, makes the artist, his own proper capacity, 
inferior the artisan his. And may not this 
cause the finest talents have not been enlisted; because 
the men who ought have interested themselves the 
architects have held Such personal 

This opinion easily challenged, and arguments 
might marshaled, both and con. against such 
view, certainly true that several distinct advances 
the direction more beautiful brickwork have been taken 
architects Richardson his Sever Hall, Cam- 
bridge the Philadelphia triumvirate associated the 
Archeological Building the University Pennsylvania 
Mead White the introduction Harvard 
and Roman brick, and such innovations are em- 
bodied the Colony Club and the Parkhurst Church 
for though some these represent reversions, they mark 
advances beyond the standard the then current work. 
When considered, however, that these developments 
were the work only three firms individuals, there 
still ground for opinion that the rank and file the 
architectural profession have had small part the modern 
building material. the field ceramics and architec- 
tural terra cotta there still less show. What advance 
these arts have made has been due the manufacturer 
who was himself artist, who enlisted the services 
artists. can mention architect, the strict sense 
the word, whose name indissolubly connected with 
the development these industries their side. 

this point hear clamor voices telling that 
every architect interests himself these that the 
rapport between architect and manufacturer exceedingly 
close. should like the testimony the manufacturer 
himself this point. How much real enthusiasm and 
devotion his architectural friends bring the solution 
the problems vital them both? How many details 
does the manufacturer make which ought properly 
made the architect? How much attention shop 
drawings and models get from the architect How often 
does visit the works, and how much time does spend 
only judge all this from own personal 
knowledge and experience. the few occasions (yes, 
few, mea culpa) when spent day with coat off 
two the large terra cotta factories, was treated 
unusual event. was informed that once only that 
year had architect spent entire day informing and 
inspiring the workmen engaged carrying out his 
designs. 

This sad enough and bad enough, but the architect’s 
failure follow the fabrication his work all its details 
after all due the impossible and preposterous demands 
made upon his time and attention. Being human, can 
only follow line, whereas expected plane 
—he would doubtless gladly could. His real 
remissness lies another direction altogether, and one 
quite within his power correct. matter 
taking thought, though involves his honesty and sin- 
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cerity not towards persons, but towards principles which 
not change from age age. will put what have 
mind the form threefold indictment. 

First. The architect fails think and work terms his 
materials. 

proof this failure the common practice substi- 
one material for another wood for iron, terra 
cotta for stone, stone for concrete, vice versa reason 
their differences cost, without essential modifications 
design. One the most important functions archi- 
tecture thus violated the showing forth the splendor 
and beauty (be beauty strength fragility) 
different materials, making the most their unique 
characteristics. 

Now the beauty terra cotta not less than that 
stone, but different. Witness Della Robbia lunette, 
and granite black basalt carved Egyptian statue. 
Imagine, for example, the terra cotta arcades the Cer- 
tosa Pavia carved stone. One would fairly ache 
the thought much labor, and feel sort terror 
great weight insufficiently supported. the 
other hand, were the rusticated street front the Pitti 
Palace translated without change from stone terra cotta, 
the result would not less distressing, but for oppo- 
site reason. There would charm detail, color, 
and texture compensate for the splendid ponderosity 
stone. These are some the lessons which the past might 
teach us, but which have failed learn. 

Second. The architect fails think and work terms 
his place. 

One proof this failure the unsuitability many 
the commonly used architectural forms and features 


practical needs and climatic and other conditions. Cor 
nices, made for the projection shadows and for 
protection from sun, are used our cloudy north- 
ern cities, where they gather dust and soot summer and 
winter become traps for snow and ice; arcades and 
colonnades originally designed for shade and shelter now 
unnecessarily rob overstrained eyes the precious light 
day. Expensive balustrades protect spaces 
roof where people could not take their pleasure 
would brief, much our architecture has vital 
relation its environment, nor the common life 
every day. 

Third. The architect sails think and work terms 
his time. 

One proof this failure the perfectly meaning- 
less character architectural ornaments common use. 
What are they? The acanthus scroll, the egg and dart, 
the Greek fret and waterleaf, the festoon and wreath, 
not one eloquent the things and ideas to-day. 

Need on? not plain enough that are 
attempting put the new wine life into old, cracked, 
and musty Unless break them now, the fer- 
ment the potent liquor will break them the end. 

This essay deliberately iconoclastic, but not upon 
this note that would close. While there life there 
hope, and not Athens, Rome, nor Florence, their 
prime, did the tide life flow stronger than here 
America to-day. have said worst the profession 
which love and practise, whose brother members honor 
and respect. some future essay hope write 
more gracious and constructive strain. 


. 


Interior Church St. Francis Assisi 


al 
d 
5 
i 
4 
4 
i 
af 
4 1 4 
q 


THE BRICKBVILDER. 


NG ROO! 


FYE CLINIC 


TIDORA\TD INA 
PIMUIN\\ 


TA 


BERLIN 


DA 1 ER 


Col OGM FE 


| 
VVONIEINOS HOS! 


aa SCOW 


ivi 


| 


SICk 
SICK 


EUROPEAN HOSPITAL DOORS 
DRAWN STRATTON, ARCHITECT 


7 
| 
be band 4 | } 
! J 
} | | | — 
| | | | q 
| | | | 
} 
ri 1 | Wid | 
a 
L AGI N Willi LiP ON DOOR 
Floor dark hexagona! 7 
bile 
IN 
‘ 
T 
¢ a] 
an | iy 
} | 
& r 4 ING KYWA/IVI | | Di | 
le 7 i | 
| 
| 
DAAKAS 
{ph 
HOCPITAT < 
LAL 
DIL VV D OL KAL ION 
RE TRAIT MAIC MIG ANe 
4 
cag 


Hospital Doors 


and Windows. 


WILLIAM STRATTON, Architect the Detroit General Hospital. 


principal requirement for hospital door that 

shall wide enough for all possible traffic. This 

includes provision for the kind bed selected, with 
ample additional width allow easy handling. The doors 
should easy operate, and frequent cleaning demands 
perfectly plain surface. Double veneered doors built 
framed core are easily obtained. These can 
enameled stained any color desired and varnished. 
The latter finish forms pleasant variety the usual 
monotony color seen about our hospitals. Where there 
are apt great differences temperature opposite 
sides the door, plain steel doors should used. 
rooms where there cross ventilation, double doors can 
used good advantage and the room entirely insulated 
from the sounds the corridor. 

wooden trim used, plain band casing should 
cover the joint between the jamb and the plaster. The 
use wooden jamb, flush with the plaster, almost 
invariably shows open joint from shrinkage. 

The perfect trim metal, there shrinkage, 
and the secure anchoring the mason work helps the 
frame withstand the heavy strain the large doors. 

The form used the Detroit General Hospital 
heavy rolled steel, with welded angles and cast fittings. 
The door hung concealed, wrought steel hinges that 
throw the door entirely clear the opening and leave 
flush with the jamb when open. 

While the sections seem perfect all respects, 
there are also satisfactory trims formed heavy sheet 
steel made similar section. Both types are well 
anchored the masonry work and form perfect and 
permanent joint with plaster tile. 

prefer the lever handle the knob, can oper- 
ated without grasping with the hand. contagious 
wards, this handle lengthened into loop and operated 
with the elbow. The handle should about ten inches 
higher than usual residence work. 

Continental hospitals, the decoration seems 
concentrated about the doorways. dark wainscoting 
will have bands stencil work above and these will 
continued around the doorway and elaborated form 
panel for the word designating the purpose the 
room, 

the window that building tradition and even 
hospital tradition has held most firmly the old 
type. 

Miss Nightingale, the time the Crimean War, 
pointed out the advantages fresh air abundance, and 
the speedy removal foul emanations from the neighbor- 
hood the sick. 

The open window still gives the nearest approach the 
out-of-door conditions she found efficient. 

The introduction direct sunlight through the wide 
open window, and air fresh from the sunlight with its stim- 
ulating changes temperature, very desirable most 
cases. 


certain sterilizing quality exists direct sunlight 


that sunlight through elass does not possess. This is 
proved the fact that the sterilization water the 
Ultra Violet Ray has through quartz, 
the same sterilization cannot accomplished through 

the forms windows hospital use, the double 
type with which are familiar seems the 
least efficient. fullest opening obtainable only one 
half the total sash area, and usually difficult 
operate. 

Were not for our problem screening, some form 
pivoted sash would meet all our requirements. 

The type window used the wards the King’s 
College Hospital, London,* great improvement over 
the double hung type. The windows extend the ceil 
ing, having transom sashes with glass side cheeks. The 
lower sashes are the austral tvpe. This window very 
easily operated, single pull opening the lower sash 
and the out the meeting rail. deepening 
the rebate the stool, considerable ventilation up- 
ward direction can obtained the meeting rail before the 
lower sashes clears the bottom. The sash when fully opened 
gives somewhat more open area than the double 
and screening possible. Both sashes pivot that they 
can fully cleaned from the inside. 

Another type that the Charing Cross Hospital, 
where the sashes form series transoms operating 
gether, and give 100 per cent opening, with upward 
deflection the air. 

The casement form, opening inward, seems the 
hospital requirements more perfectly than any other type. 
Casements are easily and quickly operated, easy clean, 
can fully screened, and give 100 per cent opening 
They are sufficiently weather tight and can equipped 
good form outside shutter, and can decorated 
with the only kind curtain permissible about hospital, 
that is, curtain hung rod that can 
removed for washing. 

Various types double sashes are shown which give 
ample control the direction air and have all the 
vantages perfect and free opening. The chilling the 
air along the glass surface, which requires additional heat 
ing and way aids the ventilation, very 
taken care the double arrangement used St. 
Hambure. The flexibility design desirable order 
meet the various hospital requirements easily accom 
plished the casement form. The Continental form 
casement adjuster works the scissors 
rather clumsy appearance, but very effective, 
grasps the top the sash the point best advantage, 
and single throw the lever handle opens the transom 
the fullest extent. 

While waiting for the doctors decide the question 
the desirability washed air, plenum ventilation, etc. 
would well furnish our hospitals with the simplest 
and most complete opportunities for natural ventilation. 


*See article on King’s College Hospital in THE BRICKBVILDER, Ma 
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The Architect and Criminal Law. 


WM. the New York Bar. 


CRIME defined violation neglect legal 

duty much public importance that the law, 

either common statute, takes notice and pun 
ishes it. crime need not morally wrong. For exam 
ple, the architect who does business without complying 
with state statute with city ordinance guilty 
and can punished provided the statute 
ordinance. The restrict the practice 
the professions requiring proof certain qualifica 
tions, and supervise professional work, bound 
cause trouble for those who are not aware this ten- 
dency and for those who not keep track the state and 
municipal laws governing their profession. familiar 
maxim, Ignorance the law the pre 
dominant factor causing the annoyance and often serious 
criminal prosecution professional men. Another prin- 
ciple law which adds somewhat the force that 
maxim the ruling that person can punished even 
though the statute making the act illegal recent 
promulgation make impossible know its exis- 
tence. only fair this connection state that under 
such circumstances the punishment meted out would prob- 
ably the minimum provided. Generally speaking, most 
the crimes that affect the architect his professional 
capacity are set forth statutes that can easily learn 
what they are and read them for himself. 

ordinary cases two elements are necessary the 
commission crime, criminal intent and the act itself. 
However, most the statutes which interest now the 
necessity criminal intent has been eliminated the 
legislative body passing the act. This especially true 
city by-laws ordinances and police regulations. 
specific example this shown the punishment 
owner building for the infraction the building laws 
which was ignorant and which his architect did 
not inform him. 

The crimes which might affect the architect profession- 
ally are felonies and misdemeanors the first named pun- 
ishable death imprisonment state prison; the 
latter, fine imprisonment, both. These names 
to-day mean little, since there are undoubtedly 
demeanors which involve more turpitude than some felo 
nies and for which the punishment may much more 
severe, though not the same kind. Prosecutions for 
crimes may made the national government, the 
state, any its subdivisions, such cities, counties, 
boroughs, towns, villages, etc. crime 
California, and New Jersey may not crime any 
other state the Union. This true to-day regards 
the licensing architects. For this paper this 
sort cannot attempt specify the criminal laws any 
state nor cover the differences between the various states. 

However, will call attention most the important 
crimes which may affect the architect his professional 
work, that knowing that such crimes exist can then 
ascertain whether they are the law governing him. 

Prior Contracting. Several states now require that 
persons intending follow the architectural profession 


prove their qualifications and secure state license before 
and punishable with fine imprisonment, 


] 
i 


might pointed out here that failure comply wit 
such statute not only involves the commission crime, 
but the would-be architect cannot get any pay for the 
work that may have done. venerally, will 
found that the doing criminal act involves two punish 
ments, that provided the criminal law and some liabilit 
given the injured person civil action. 

The state municipalities, such cities, boroughs, towns, 
etc., often have local regulations the practice 
the architect requiring tax paid for the privi 
working within their boundaries. These are usually 
revenue-raising laws and hence the punishment fine. 

While most architects carry their work under 
own names under partnership titles, caution must 
given where this not done. Statutes are now very 
common punishing misdemeanor the person who 
transacts business using the name partner one not 
terested with him partner, using the designation and 
ners are represented thereby. business carried 
the form corporation, then the many regulations, taxes 
etc., now provided for that form doing business must 
obeyed, subject usually heavy fines. Another popular 
regulation the requirement that the wages employees 
must paid cash the time payment due. Wit 
minimum fine $25 and maximum $50 for each 
tion. The Labor usually have requirement 
that are binding upon architect the conduct 
business. Asa precaution, read over your state Labor 

and see you are transgressing any respect 


The law says you have knowledge, why not have fact 


Most municipalities require that 
the plans and specifications for proposed building filed 
acertain department. There are cases where archite 
have properly gotten possession such filed plans and 


innocently made thereon 


which were minor 


which seemed them immaterial not 


notice the department. One state statute would puni 
such action with imprisonment for not more than five 
fine not more than $500, both. These statut 


usually provide that person guilty who wilfully 


unlawfully removes, mutilates, destroys, conceals, oblit 

erates record, map, paper, document, filed deposited 

public office with public officers, authority law 
the drawing plans and specifications the archite 


required exercise skill, and 


needed skill from want ability from inattention 


considered gross negligence. Gross negligence whi 


amounts toa reckless disregard for one s own or other 


safety, and wilful indifference the consequences liable 
follow, creates criminal negligence. The 
depends upon the result. Thus, improper plans 
followed, and building collapses and kills some 


under certain circumstances the architect would 
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manslaughter, which ordinarily carries state prison 
term not exceeding fifteen years. such instances 
honest mistakes judgment will not excuse the crime 
resulted from negligence observing and obeying any 
rule precaution which was the duty 
obey. these cases the carelessness supplies the 
criminal intent, which one the elements crime. 

case where chimney had fallen, killing 
man, the question before the court was whether the con- 
tractor was liable. The opinion was interesting, laid 
down rule that there was evidence the 
negligence the architects; also, that the contractors 
could not held except showing that the plans were 
obviously defective that contractor average skill 
and ordinary prudence would not have attemped the con- 
struction according the plan. 

Similarly, his inspection work, the architect must know 
that giving the building the attention that requires 
and which his duty give. gross negli- 
gence the architect directing departure from the 
plans specifications, the use improper materials, 
knowingly suffering such departure such 
use, failure condemn improper work, would 
doubtless guilty criminal negligence. Even though 
the architect may not actually guilty crime, yet 
when serious accident occurs his work, more 
than likely arrested upon the charge criminal 
gence. This serious from business standpoint, even 
where the prosecution dropped where jury declares 
him innocent. Just few days ago the city papers 
contained the failure and collapse retain- 
ing wall for theater, resulting the death three work- 
men and the serious injury another, where the architect 
and superintendent construction were arrested this 
charge and held $5,000 bail for examination. 

Doubtless there are many architects who have never 
imagined that their carelessness lack knowledge 
skill could involve such serious consequences. Those 
who have escaped punishment the past because laxity 
the part the prosecuting officials, because the 
failure the deceased relatives press their vengeance 
that far, cannot expect continue such practices with the 
same result. To-day responsible parties are being called 
account never before, and not expected that 
architects will any exception the rule. 

One the most widespread statutes that which 
passed prevent the corrupt influencing agents, 
employees, servants. securing contractor for the 
owner, practice with some architects allow bidding 
only those with whom has previously had some 
arrangement for personal advantage. show another 
phase this, after the architect knows who the low 
bidder, advises such contractor, and some secret ar- 
rangement benefit the architect then made 
requirement actually secure the contract. These 
statutes punish not only the architect who asks such per- 
sonal gift, gratuity, benefit, but the contractor who 
gives it. also punishes both, case the contractor 
the offerer and the architect the acceptor. one case 
the punishment not less than $10 nor more than $500 
fine, one imprisonment, both. This statute 
broad, and the knowledge such statute neces- 
sary, that quote the following part: 


agent, employee servant who, being author 
ized procure materials, supplies other articles either 
purchase contract for his principal employer mas 
ter, receives directly indirectly for himself for 
commission, discount bonus from the person who 
makes such sale contract furnishes such materials 
supplies other articles from person who renders 
such service labor and any person who gives offers 
such agent, employee servant such commission, dis 


Since the architect often drawn into the legal con- 
troversies between the owner and the contractor, should 
know some the most important statutes governing evi- 
dence, witnesses, etc. Forged fraudulently altered 
documents, records, etc., offered evidence 
make the person offering procuring them offered 
guilty felony. One who bribes influences at- 
tempts influence witness also guilty felony. 
Among the most common crimes held misdemeanors 
are the following: the destroying evidence plans, 
documents, records, which known would required 
inducing person commit perjury, etc. Perjury 
witnesses has gone such extent that there seems, 
the experienced, limit which they will not go. 
This doubtless due the fact that the statutes against 
that crime are not strictly enforced. The punishment for 
this crime usually from ten twenty years’ imprison 
ment, large fine, both. 

Public Work. Since there are many architects hold 
ing offices public trust, deemed wise give few 
the most important statutes that affect such positions. 
Whether the architect occupied with his public work all 
but small portion the time, there difference 
the application these laws. The corrupt use 
public office, the power the same secure votes 
promises any character, crime with maximum 
punishment probably two years and $3,000 fine. The 
taking unlawful fees not what the official 
duties require felony, which one case provides for 
ten years $4,000 fine, both. What might not con- 
sidered serious private work becomes duty public 
work. letting public contract where the 
architect has the power act, bound take the 
most advantageous terms for the performance the work, 
and for any corrupt wilful dealing the placing 
the contract payable public money, criminally 
liable. Where have the requirement that contract 
shall let without previous advertisement, the letting 
contract without such preliminary step wilfully and with 
evil intent constitutes criminal offense. this con- 
nection specially called attention that person may 
doing something affirmatively. 

Conclusions. Probably most, not all, the serious 
crimes which affect the professional work the architect 
are statutory. Hence they are easily found and read. 
Knowledge the law one state safety another. 
One must know the statutes these regards where one re- 
sides and does business. the escaping punish- 
ment past, whether merited not, are criterions 
for the future. Present legislative policy seems 
combination investigations, new Jaws, and punishment. 
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ESSRS. Palmer, 
Hornbostel 
Jones have never 


been remarkable for doing, 
the expected, and when 
one thinks over their 
schemes for the number 
competitions which they 
have won, one seldom finds 
that they have succeeded 
through working out the 
problem the obvious 
way, but almost always, 
that they have founda new, 
entirely rea- 
sonable solution. Perhaps 
the most conspicuous ex- 
scheme for the Carnegie 
Technical School, and the 
aesigns all the other 
competitors lookedcrowded 
and cluttered compari- 
son with theirs! toa 
minorextentistheir scheme 
for the Oakland City Hall, 
unusual, unexpected, and 
logical. 

There reason ex- 
cept tradition why vertical 
circulation and vertical 
juxtaposition depart- 
ments whose functions are 
related, not good 
these days full and rapid 
elevator service hori- 
zontal, and there 
doubt but that the higher 
can lift offices above 
the street, the more they 
gain quiet and comfort 
the proof that the 
upper stories office 
building invariablyrent the 
most readily, and much 
the occupancy modern 
city hall practically the 
same that office 
building, since where the 
city not too big, the legis- 
lative, administrative, and 
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judicial functions can 
combined with economy 
both size and money 
running expense. Prob- 
ably 
building great floor 
tent and with separate en- 
departments would the 
ideal city hall (although 
even this open ques 
tion), but the lot which 
the Oakland City Hall was 
placed was not large 
enough permit struc 
ture this type, and 
building covering the 
tire lot having the neces- 
sary courts for lighting and 
ventilating the interior 
would have run six 
seven stories. The pro 
portion between height and 
width thus fixed would 
difficult treat architec 
turally with dignity and 
particular merit plan, 
since the large chambers 
for the court rooms, coun 
cil, would 
have had placed below 
smaller units for the offices, 
and the logical treatment 
the exterior would very 
likely have required the 
expression the differ 
ences the functions 
the two parts the build 
possible. Now 
Oakland 
architects have deliber 
ately separated the 

ing into two portions, and 
have expressed this differ 
ence elevation: they 


have built low building 
monumental character 
house the judicial and 
legislative functions, and 


the center that have 
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erected rather tall office 
building for the administra- 
tirely natural and practical 
that after its utility thus 
demonstrated one rather 
surprised has not been pre- 
viously done. 

Even from the purely tradi- 
tional point view, the 
scheme executed does not 
appear extraordinary most 
city halls have tower, and 
this city hall the tower has 
only been developed and ex- 
panded the principle 
low mass with tall central 
emphasis has not beenaltered. 
The especial interest the 
exterior arises then from the 
revisions 
motives necessary convert 
the tower into office build- 
ing and architecturally 
connect it in scale and in de 
sign with the more grandiose 
treatment the base. This 
has been done exceed- 
ingly 
fashion treating the fenes- 
tration the lower building 
with series arches be- 
tween pilasters, opening 
making the base the tower 
extremely solid and sturdy, 
so that one feels 
the tower not 
supported onthe 
roof the lower 
building, but 
passes through 
the ground, 
making the 
building 


more less 


lower 


a decorative 
feature around 


the base. 


The regional 

California has 


been hinted 


of 

rather than per- 


nate the design, 


which derived 
far possible 
from well- 


known classic 


motives, treated 
very free 


way, with 
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Second Floor Plan 
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gestion the exotic the 
cornice the tower, and 
the cupola and belfry which 
surmounts it; this belfry, 


the way, being 


picturesque silhouette, 
well admirably adjusted 
form termination the 
the study the plans which 
gives the most complete 
comprehension the real 
simplicity the 
complicated design 
the logical treatment 
out. Inthe ground floor the 
main portion the building 
accessible from three sides, 
although the principal en- 
trance is, course, the 
front, with monumental 
staircase which leads 
and readily the legislative 
chamber the third floor. 
But the elevators leading 
the office part the building 
are close the entrance, and 
are admirably placed for util- 
ity and and par- 
ticularly interesting the 
manner which the fire 
house included the de- 
sign, entirely secluded from 
the balance the building, 
and yet readily accessible 
from it. The ground floor, 
beside the fire 
house, includes 
police station 
and special ele- 
vators 
detention cells, 
placed high 
the building, 
and communi- 
cating also with 
the police courts 
floor. The sec- 
ond floor in- 
cludes offices for 
the chief 
police, the police 
courts, and 
dormitory for 
the firemen and 
the police de- 
partment. The 
court rooms are 
arranged that 
they are readily 
accessible 


those persons 
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who have and are yet shut off from observa- 
tion the general public. 

The third floor the Legislative Department, and the 
general circulation the center admirably lighted 
through the base the tower. Private corridors lead 
the committee rooms and offices, accessible either from 
the main part the building from 
the council chamber, may re- 
quired. The plan this floor 
them all perhaps the most interest- 
ing, because the excellent monu- 
mental character obtained without 
sacrifice space, convenience, light, 
The fourth floor 
the tenth floor, inclusive, are re- 


and accessibility. 


served for the different administrative 
functions, and interesting and 
well worth while through the 
plans see how admirably the se- 
quence departments arranged, 
well see how good the plan 


related one another, and equally many buildings 
which are monumental city halls good 
characteristics, but this one the very few, not the 
only one,where the quality public building admira- 
bly retained without sacrificing any the convenience 
the usual office building. 

may recalled that 
Hornbostel Jones some years ago 
developed not dissimilar scheme for 
extension the court house 
Pittsburgh, and seems quite prob- 
able that the treatment which was 
that case forced existing condi- 
tions was distinctly advantageous 
that influenced them developing 
the present one. But whether this 
the fact not, know that 
this the first American structure 
this character, and one which 
imitators. 


each department is, although each The advantages the scheme 
unit closely related one two the natural lighting its various 
others secure economical adminis- 


tration. Thus find the assessor, 
the tax collector, the treasurer, and 
the auditor grouped the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth floors; while above 
them the seventh, eighth, and ninth floors are the 
Department Street Cleaning, the City Engineer, Build- 
ing Department, Park Department, and Board Health, 
each which most cities housed separately from the 
others great expense time and lack co-ordination 
administration. The eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth 
floors contain the prison and quarters for the keepers, war- 
den, and janitor, completely removed from all outside 
activities and each unit. There are, course, many 
other which departments have been admirably 


Detail Lamp Standard 


parts are sufficiently obvious. The 
great windows the lower part pre- 
vent the shadowing the street 
floors adjoining structures, and 
the freedom from light courts makes 
for quietness, since there reverberation. 
genious scheme the lighting the upper row cells, 
placed story behind the main cornice, from skylights 
another the lighting the central monumental hall 
the third story from great arched windows above the roof, 
system admirable itself because the thorough 
ventilation and the agreeable light. 

Mr. Hornbostel’s ingenious mind revels devices 
this sort, but has seldom thought out scheme more 


useful, satisfactory, and beautiful than this one. 


Fourth Floor Plan 


Seventh Floor Plan 


Fifth Floor Plan 


Ninth Floor Plan 


Eleventh Floor Plan 


Oakland City Hall, Oakland, Cal. 


Palmer, Hornbostel & Jones, Architects 
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN FOVRTH FLOOR PLAN FIFTH «FLOOR PLAN 


BASEMENT PLAN HIRST PLAN SECOND FLOOR PLAN 


BUILDING THE HARVARD CLUB BOSTON, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, BOSTON, MASS. 
PARKER, THOMAS RICE, ARCHITECTS 
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GARDEN FRONT 


ENTRANCE FRONT 


HOUSE MRS. LUCIE FISKE, AUBURNDALE, MASS 
HENRY LUDEMAN AND SNEDEKER, JR., ASSOCIATE ARCHITECTS 
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SELECTED EXAMPLES CHICAGO, 
HUGO ZIMMERMAN. 


flat building was, history 

does not state. But two 
and three story houses, with 
apartments for not more than 
twenty-five feet, with some 


the really clever plans to-day, 
can see how far have 
advanced health, sanitation, 
and comfort. course the 
well-to-do have always been able 
make themselves comforta- 
ble, but this article refers only 
the average city man who 
small lot and make the best it. 


Until about ten years ago the 
Two-Apartment Building, Chicago, 
Walter Burley Griffin, Architect 


average size city lot was twenty- 
five feet one hundred and 


The Small Apartment Building. 


ACCOMPANIED PLANS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
ILL. 


flats, and subdivisions are now 

laid out with lots 

thirty thirty-five feet wide 

and sold with restrictions 
cost the future building and 

the distance must placed 
back from the street line. 

other restriction often made 
his subdivision require that 
all flat buildings shall 
residential type that is, build 

ing with the conventional 
effect, disguised with pitched 
roofs, flower-boxes, etc. Such 
demands were incentive for 
the plan and the 

fell upon evil ways for stock 
plans were advertised for sale 
$5.00 and up. However 
banal the effect such build 
ings is, dollar plans reduce the 


cost the building and enable 


twenty-five feet, running alley sixteen feet wide. the speculative builder present attractive proposi 


The increasing demands and restrictions the health the prospective buyer, and the proposition does 


building departments, 


however, have made this 


unit unsuitable for small 


J 


“4 


Two-Apartment Building, Chicago, 
Fig. I Huehl, Schmid & Holmes, Architects 
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appeal with special force 
the wage earner, who 


with his limited means 
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With the advent ring 
t owner or avent be ready to dilate 
the features his flat 
meet the inds the modern 
housewife. enumerate some 
the talking box the 
iced from porch; fireplace 
the living room flanked with built-in 
beamed ceiling the din- 
ing room; art-glassin the out 


ets tor electric table lamps, vacuum 
cleaner, and washing machine. That 


heated with steam hot 


clectric light, and hot water for 
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Building, Chicago, Ill. 
Hatzfeld & Knox, Architects 
water, has 


lomestic 


1 


use, Figure III shows 


the latter for the use both tenants. 
The second story would have 
tional bedroom above the vestibule. 
Figure shows variation this 
plan, providing separate entrance 
for each flat, thus 
privacy. But the ceaseless quest for 
something new has now produced 
with side entrance and 
large living room with private porch 
across the front. 

All flat Chicago are not 
erected from plans $5.00 per set, 
and there are many which show real 
study the problem, for fortunately 
there are still some people who are 
wise enough commission reputable 
architects design their 
such work there are four designs 
Messrs. Hatzfeld Knox, reproduced 


which represent the work that being done. 
building for lot having frontage 


all taken for granted. thirty feet with bed- 
municipal restric room front which can 


tions, competition among builders 


working continual change 


First Floor Plan Build- 
ing Shown Below Fig. 


small flat building. Figure ing room. This 


the plan atypical two-flat buil 


ing erected a 
and shows the 


rented out 


and plans the 


bout ten years ing room across the rear 


igure 


arrange 


BED RGDM- 


Buildings, Chicago, 


shows the kitchen and din- 


regulation parlor, the house. 


roomer 
converted into library 
connection with the liv- 


plan 


PORCH = 


First Floor Plan Building 


Shown Below 


Huehl & Schmid, Architects 
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Fig. 
Exterior View Apartment Building Shown First Floor Plan Apartment Exterior View Apartment Building Shown 
Plan Below Building Shown Below Plan Below 
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ment of two bedrooms and bath, 


all connected with private pas- 
age, ensuring maximum 
also rear stairs arranged 
that first story porch 


corner lot only twenty- 


four feet wide. Figure illus- 
trates more ambitious plan 

i flat building designed for a lot 

thirty-six feet wide. This plan 

hows additional porch sun 

room opening from the dining 
room, and inside stairs for trades 


people, which also give access 
the appropriation for 


type building always 


painfully limited, elaborately de- 
out the 


four designs 


signed elevations are 
The 


Knox show 


questi mn. 
Hatzfeld 
presentation the problem stated 


direct 


plain brick, with the wall sur- 
faces varied panels and bands, 
and the galvanized iron confined 
strictly 


gutters and down 


spouts. 


were, the twenty-five-foot lot 
the architect who attempts 


Messrs. Hyland Green 


for it. 
such problem Figure VII. 
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Building, Chicago, Ill. 

iE John A. Nyden, Architect 
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Although lots for flats are now laid out wider than they 
plan modern flat 
study 
They place the building 
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Street Front 


First Floor Plan 


Two-Apartment Building, Chicago, Ill. 


Stanhope, Architect 


First Floor Plan 


Fig. VIL. 


Scheme for Two Small Apartment 
Buildings Adjoining Lots, Each Hav- 


ing Frontage Twenty-Five Feet 


Hyland & Green, Architects 


and influence them rent. 
building the plan will demand greater ingenuity from the 
architect, and those interested the problem the accom 


the one-lot line and light the 
rooms from the other side. 
placing two buildings 
ing lots, open court obtained 
eighteen feet wide, which could 
with shrubs 


and grass 


made attractive 
running 
the court, 
individual walks for each buildin 


hedge midway down 


would secured. The scheme 
has much commend it, but its 
the 


depth the building seventy 


one serious fault great 


five feet exclusive the front 

What comforts and innovations 
the future flats will hold, remains 
to be 
parlors, sleeping porches, 
table 
are all words juggle with but 


seen. Kitchenettes, sun 


disap- 


beds, beds, ete 
whatever changes occur, they will 
always for additional comfort 
and additional charge the 
cost living. 

The small apartment house 
primarily commercial building, 
for must designed 


equipped 


and 
please the public 


With the increasing cost 


panying designs may suggestive further economies 


the use limited space. 


First Fleer Plan 


Two-Apartment Building, Chicago, 
Hugo H. Zimmerman, Architect 
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Pencil Drawing Connecticut College for Women 
Delano & Aldrich, Architects Rockwell Kent, Delineator if 
Monographs Architectural Renderers. 
BEING SERIES ARTICLES THE ARCHITEC- 
TURAL RENDERERS TO-DAY, ACCOMPANIED 

CHARACTERISTIC EXAMPLES THEIR WORK. 
THE WORK ROCKWELL KENT. 
NUMBER the men whose work has been Regiment Armory New York two winters 
trated this series have been painter-renderers; ago, and afterwards exhibited part all over the United 

that is, men who have either been trained paint- States. The statement that this school 

ers, and who have turned architectural rendering, must accepted its loosest general significance, since 

men who still paint, although architecture the work these men does not possess the similarity, 

their means livelihood. either technique subject, that are accustomed 

With Mr. Rockwell Kent the reverse process has constituting painting. Each 

place, since, while has always been some extent in- them has developed his own without much more 

terested painting, began his life-work architect, regard for the work his associates than for the work 


and turning more and more the brush his perma- 
nent and serious vocation. studied architecture 
Columbia University, and after graduating did some work 
his own account; but has been usually associated with 
the offices several the New York architects, among 
whom should mentioned Messrs. Mead White 
and Messrs. Ewing Chappell, the latter office being the one 
which has passed the greatest part his time, and 
where has made his headquarters, since always 
welcome there because his attractive personality 
well his artistic ability. 

His study painting began almost simultaneously with 
his study architecture, and during the summer vacations, 
while was pursuing his college course, worked the 
Chase Summer School Shinnecock, and with Gifford 
Beal and Marshall Fry formed trio men whose great 
promise fellow-students has been borne out the bril- 
liancy their maturer work. Neither architectural 
renderer nor asa painter has been accustomed follow 
the accepted academic standards and while, rendering, 
his methods have been unique and even without imitators, 
painter belongs tothe group which includes Bellows, 
Luks, Davies, Glackens, and Shinn, and has long been 


with these men moving spirit the Society Ameri- 


can Artists, the organization which was responsible for 


the extraordinary exhibition modern art shown the 


the Classicists who have preceded him, and would 
rather easy demonstrate that of, let say 
Glackens and Bellows possess more points 
than works Bellows those one whom are 
accustomed regard such confirmed Classicist 
Blashfield but the fact 


does evidently constitute distinct school, 


remains that this group men 
since certain 
important characteristics 
the 


absence. 


painting are remarkable 
work all these men, either for their presence 
Pages, and indeed volumes, have been written 


endeavor tell what this new movement art 


and what get at; but, without adding this 
literature, may said briefly and with certainty that its 
aim reproduce movement rather than form, and that 
the contempt for actual and absolute natural colors has 
been carried violent extremes. 


Mr. Birch 


Long, his article Architectural 


the success color scheme repre 
senting natural conditions dependent upon the relative 


rather than the positive colors employed, and this 


parently the dictum which the new school has set 


itself being supreme and very interest 


ing see how Rockwell Kent his renderings has been 


able combine the rigid regard for architectural form 


with the freedom characteristic the new school treat 


ing natural objects, both form and color. the 
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writer, least, the whole Armory 
show did not afford lucid 
explanation what the men the 
modern school were trying 
do these water-colors of Mr. Kent’s; 
for, while paints trees shapes 
which never were seen sea 
land, orange skies, red grass, and 


] 


blue foliage, when 
have been assembled one 
sheet paper him they appear 
plausible, credible, and even 
eptable, and the untrained laymen 
and rigidly trained architect both 
find that somehow the whole scheme 
most faithful presentation 
conditions reflected prob 
able future facts 

All this, spite the fact that 
Mr. Kent does not regard his archi- 
tectural rendering very seriously, 
but rather something which 
inexpensive and easy way helping make living, 
since his work done with incredible speed, and leaves 
him much time devote his more serious purposes. 

His renderings are demonstration, too, the sincerity 
much this new work, point about which there has 
been quite much dispute there has been about its 
artistic merit, many critics holding that the extraordinary 
color schemes and lack detail were due carelessness 
and conscious affectation searching for startling effects 
minimum effect. Mr. Kent’s case, least, his 
color schemes are means conscious, but accurate 
reproductions the way sees things; and tells with 
much quiet amusement the story architect for whom 
had made several renderings imploring him the next 
one make least the skies blue and the grass green, 


inextricably associated 
with color his work, 
that forms either excel- 
tive quality the 
original drawing become 
positively bad the re- 
. 
false reproduction the 
colors the painting. 
Nor Mr. Kent 
Water Color Drawing House Greenwich, Conn. colorist only, but 
Delano & Aldrich, Architects Rockwell Kent, Delineator completely a master of 
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Water Color Drawing House Tarrytown, 
Delano & Aldrich, Architects 


Rox kwell Ke nt, Delineator 


and, says Mr. Kent, did it, and was not satisfied 
then, but complained that the sky was green and the grass 
And yet there doubt Mr. mind 
that had accurately fulfilled the requirements the 
architect for whom was working. The extraordinary 
part all that can, and usually does, the 
architectural parts the drawings, produce something 
approximating the natural colors; his brick red, his 
white shingles are painted with Chinese white, and his 
green shutters are exactly the color the faded green 
Colonial work. And yet with reasonably faithful rendi 
tion colors thus far, combines the most extraordinary 
tones the setting, with perfect congruity result. 
very unfortunate that black and white reproduc 
tion colored drawings will show this quality, and 
can only get from them 
relations values the 
color scheme and even 
these, because the 
mechanical difficulties 
attendant 
graphing color work, 
will not 
desirable pictorial 
fects, since the element 
have before alluded 
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hard and exacting processes black and white 
color. knows very fully his composition, and that 
form must perfect and accurately drawn where there 
color help out; soin his black and white 
reproduced this article, have evidently the same 
man that does the slashing color work, but 
aman who self-controlled, restrained, 


and quiet. and dryness are just 
absent from the black and white draw- 
ings from the colored ones, and even 
the black and whites feel strong 
and unusual color sense dominant 
his painted work. Neither his black 
and white nor his colored ones 
present quiet patterns interwoven neu- 


its bent mind. the first place, its shape 
not only unusual, but one which are accustomed 
regard wrong; neither square, which alwa 

good, nor long rectangle, which also always good 


just little longer than square should be, shape 


which usually apt worry because 


yet that not the case with this card 
Next, the disposition the lettering will 
found such that cannot continu 
ously read, matter where one starts 
but perfectly obvious what 
ing says, which the aim and purpose 
lettering, but the ordinary mind 


have strained the conventional way 


tral they are remarkable for strong lettering into some form which would 
accents liberally, sometimes too freely, never have been satisfactory. And one 
applied, and while perhaps some his may notice here that the itself 

work falls pieces, because too great unusual and exquisite. The 


interest the subordinate parts, the Rockwell Kent 


result only that have several smaller 
and not less interesting pictures the same sheet, instead 
stupid and tiresome single rendering, and the deft and 
daring way with which find these accents applied 
most unexpected places, and yet places which are evi- 
dently natural, will never failing source interest 
and surprise the student his work. 

Like most other architectural renderers, Mr. 
design not limited either architecture painting 


has made many book plates, seasonal cards, 


vignettes, and things that kind, well designs for 


metal work, ornament, and one his cards illus 
trated above worth studying with some care, since 


has many interesting and characteristic indications 


Delano Aldrich, Architects 


balance the block rosettes the 
curious thing, are the forms 
ttes themselves, and the thought behind the 
pleasant sentiment that like associate with 
Christmas card New card, but without banalit 
timidity, fuss. 

Yes, there seems something the new art 
ment practised men like Rockwell Kent, but 
had not been any new art movement, would not Mr. Kent 
have turned out just brilliant work more academi 
way, work perhaps not startling, but less beautiful 
would perhaps his genius have been stifled under load 
conventions which would have been trained 
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as essentials 


Than 


Pencil Drawing Science Building, Connecticut College for Women 


Rockwell Kent, De 
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The Salem Fire from Architect’s Point View. 


WALTER KILHAM. 


the thousands weary refugees who passed 
the night the twenty-fifth June under the stars 


statement that anything remotely resembling 


circumstances had attended the events 
the day would have seemed like the hollowest mock- 
eries. Most them had failed comprehend their dan- 
until the stalking conflagration which roared down the 
narrow streets had few minutes wiped out home, fur- 
niture, employment, and most cases the meager savings 
ofalifetime. their case truly stoical philosophy would 
needed contemplate the preservation the homes 
the aristocracy while their own lay ashes. 

The architectural profession America, however, will 
rejoice know that far any great fire could ever 
said discriminating,’’ that Salem showed 


a rare discretion in the selection of its food. Starting 


just before two hot afternoon one the 
notorious conflagration breeders Blubber 
the west side the city, bore down, fanned 


strong wind, directly upon the splendid old mansions 


Chestnut street. the nick time slight shift 
wind carried around curve into crowded tenement 
district the south, missing the old Colonial quarter 
not over two hundred feet. After several hours, during 
which the destruction South Salem was accomplished, 
another shift the wind the evening drove the flames 
back towards the Custom House and the old buildings 
the east end the city, but desperate stand they 
were again beaten off and old Salem was saved, though 
shorn the homes fifteen thousand its people. 

the writer, who stood the upper end Chest- 
nut street three the afternoon, different 
ending seemed certain. solid wall flame was driving 
across the upper ends Essex and Broad streets, half 
block away, andthe fire, which had already gone 
the south, seemed sure close also from that direction. 
The efforts the engines, massed here and there 
tegic points, seemed pathetically futile. Priceless old fam- 
ily mahogany was being hastily brought out from the 
white pillared porticoes and loaded into vans, and the 
sidewalk display Colonial would have 
cited the envy any exhibition ever held. 

There something appalling about the oncoming 
great calamity which seems dull the sensibilities the 
population: Here was the summer sunlight playing 
through the elms and lindens the fine, pleasant old 
streets, and the people quietly passing and fro, intent 
their individual affairs. The fire alarm caused spe- 
cial comment, any more than did the sight the appa- 
ratus dashing had done hundreds times 
before. Even the second alarm (Salem has the vociferous 
steam whistle kind) did more than attract the idle from 
the business streets. But with the continuous blowing 
fire whistles, rumors began spread: That the sig- 
nal for out town help! They say there are fifty 


fire Blubber There goes the 


militia They say there are three fires South 


usy Now the streets 


are alive with hurrying crowds, not excited, but dazed 
trucks and express wagons piled high with furniture 
begin appear; automobiles loaded with militia rush 
with great clanging bells powerful motor engines 
dash from near-by cities, and over all hangs that 
great cloud smoke cutting off the brilliant sunshine 
with sharp division line and hiding half the city under 
menacing black shadow. Even the path such dis 
aster this the irrepressible American civic pride comes 
the front. This worse than one citizen 
was heard say about four said his 
neighbor with fine contempt, got Chelsea skun 

Speaking terms Colonial architecture the loss was 
small. Architects all over the country will glad know 
that the Custom House, the House Seven Gables, the 
Old Washington Square, and the streets the 
east, the picturesque market, and Federal, Chestnut, and 
Essex streets are intact except few the less important 
houses near Boston street. The retail business district, the 
City Hall, the Court Houses, and that medieval relic, the 
railway station, escaped. block gone, 
are the old houses Lafayette street. 

Architects will not able draw many new lessons 
from the fire. dangers dry shingle roofs, un- 
sprinkled conflagration-breeding wooden factories, and 
small water mains are but too familiar, and Salem was 
only type hundreds American cities this respect. 
Given small nucleus moderately fire-resisting build- 
ings, surrounded inflammable wooden 
structures, the result may long time coming, but its 
arrival none the less certain when all the conditions are 
ready. was the case Chelsea, the worst fire hazards 
were the west side, and west the prevailing wind 
New England coast. Adry spell, high wind, none 
too careful watch dangerous chemicals, and off goes. 

City planners might glean from this suggestion keep 
manufacturing sections leeward rather than windward 
model cities, but doubtful trade would submit 
such restrictions. long the insurance companies con- 
tinue compete for risky business, just long will the 
annual American ash heap remain evidence. The fact 
that brick construction costs not over five per cent more 
than wood seems make impression builders. 
fact, really pitiful see how even wood will resist 
fire given half chance. The writer watched the 
attack the flames upon four story wooden factory 
about two hundred feet long, flat-roofed and sheathed 
with slate and galvanized iron. was exposed for its 
entire length the blazing conflagration close range, 
and protected only two steamer streams. Even with 
this meager support resisted the fire for over hour, 
then caught the upper story, and the two lower stories 
were finally saved the firemen and the conflagration 
checked that point. wooden Salem had even enjoyed 


the poor protection metal sheathing, might have been 


| 
| 
| 
7 
‘| 
tu 4 
cay 
Salem and all the apparatus 
170 
4 
| 
‘be 


THE 


Due Providence and not much else, those 
shady old streets, swept the salt breezes fresh from the 
harbor islands, may the footsteps delighted 
architects. and dahlias bloom undisturbed 
the old gardens, and will continue link the newly built 
But Salem 


More 


industrial city the stately life the past. 
should take itself warning. 
heritage has been destroyed the last ten years too 
enterprising commercialism than was threatened the 
fire. Dozens old mansions have been torn down 


make way for shops, out all sem- 


blance their former beauty. 


France the best the older are 
the Ministry Fine Arts that their demolition may 
prevented, and other European countries cities seem 
feel that their ancient atmosphere real asset, 


jealously guarded. 


America has not yet arrived the 
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dignity Ministry Fine Arts, and perhaps Colonial 
houses are not architecturally worth classifying anyhow, 
except antiquarian societies American citizens gen 
eral seem enjoy the sight dapper business block, 
Rathskeller style, stucco apartment house, better than 
but slightly wistful old brick mansion that has 
seen better days. But distinction any sort America 
scarce. Salem had, and still has, distinction 
unusual degree, both architecturally and the fine 
spirit its people. rebuilding, the Colonial tradition 
might well followed, and city more unique than 
Chester, Nurem 
burg, Siena these quaint streets and ancient buildings 


would rise above the old harbor. 


now doubly precious, are the property the nation, and 
Salem citizens may well feel that their birthright having 
been spared Providence from fire behooves them 
safeguard against greater danger. 


Special Announcement. 


exhibition Salem plans, drawings, photographs, and structural details fireproof semi-fire 


dwelling houses, especially such houses can rented $18 per month. 


erate fully received. 


tbhutions should be sent to Cit 


All contributions will 


Salem, Care Messenger, and Salem 


VOUGH the generosity private prize $500 has been for the best plan for house. 
lali 
or 


the com pe tition Can be obtained upon application lo ¢ 


mission, 20 Beacon st.., Boston, Mass. 


Photo Copyrighted, 1914, by The Boston Journal 


THE BURNED AREA 


Blackall, Advisory Architect the Salem Com, 


THE CITY SALEM, MASS. 


remarkable photograph taken from hydroplane the day following the disaster, showing the greater portion the 


city devastated the conflagration June 25, 1914 
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ISASTROUS have come thoroughly 


hires 
part American civic hesitate 
the 
Measured the 

would not ranked 
Most the 


economy that 


very much into detail causes 


and results the Salem fire. 


the buildin 


rs destro ed, it 


great conflagration. were wooden 


tion and the one 


ition, 


conspicuous exce] 


house the Electric Light 


the power 


Company, was notable that 


directly the path the flames and surrounded 
all sides burning buildings was not injured all 
the fire, simply because was what known fire- 
proof construction and there was nothing burn. But 


this itself offers obvious moral, 


doubt this fire will taken heart the munici- 


pality the country large. The insurance com- 
are much more interested placing new 


construction 
than Salem arouse 
definite. 


will 


insurance than they are any improveme 
greater lesson 
conscience to so 


} 


and 
the con- 
show that least 


one municipality can profit its experiences; but the 


talk about how Salem rebuilt, 


how fireproof will arise the path 


and how the new Salem will 
meantime all our cities are just the same fix, and what 
Salem what 


happen many our cities, will happen 


happened but circumstance might 
and what 
time 

the Salem fire 
Hazard bill, 


Massachusetts gislature, in- 


the only tangible outcom 


The so-called Metropolitan 


before the 


district, 


tended prevention 


metropolitan has just passed the 
but that 
Salem fire. The 


the last 


Senate 


extremely narrow margin; passed all 


lly due 


e to the 
community, whi 


undoubte time must come 


when the analysis pays all the 


will aroused anappreciation that insurance does 


cannot wholly insure; that the insurance com- 


panies largely not care whether our buildings burn 
organize and 


‘thing, 


itself must 


and that 


laws which really mean 


not, 


demand which will 


oblige the individual consider good rather 


than his own the expenditure 
the 


cities 


money, and when question pure economics 


‘tion tinder-box surroundin 


constr es to our 
Boston Chamber Commerce has 
need 


prevention cam- 


The 


ranizing campaign for first.’’ 


will arouse the better elements our civiliza- 
Ways 
but long the law-mak- 
1iong 


that 
tion and stop this wicked and terrible annual waste. 


and means are clear, 


ing parties not care, and the insurance com- 


will put premium cheap construction 


insuring anything whatever, will throw- 


1ust so lon y 


ing millions into the annual ash pile. this does not 


“EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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mean that fire prevention wholly matter 
tion. built fireproof will interpose 
barrier against some conflagrations, but the right 
ply preventive measures the very inception 


and while the 


well building 


lace to ap 


fire biggest conflagration that ever 


started could have been extinguished the 


against great conflagration once gets sufficient head 


way. while have constantly urged for the 


abolition wood material for exterior 


construction 


our cities and suburbs, strongly the pre- 


ge most 


ventive measures which are well known architects 


and engineers, and which, properly applied, will mean 
real safeguarding the community. 

The prevention fire ought the chief lesson 
derived from fires like 


struct 


thisin Salem. means recon- 
with 

but carry further and let the body 
installation 
well 


fireproof, semi-fireproof, least non-in- 


flammable roofs politic 


insist upon the sprinklers, fire stops, and 


other perfectly known, understandable, and easily 


its source, and let 
the campaign for the future not for the lowest cost, 
the quickest construction, 


applied methods stopping the fire 
not 
but real 


has 


Commission Salem that the wooden 


been practically decided the Rebuilding 
three-decker 
apartment house will not again allowed built 

that city. 
In this indication of 


Rebuilding 


the intention 
Commission forbid the 
first materia 
better Salem will arise from the ashes 


the part the 
building these 
assurances that 
the old. The 
disaster sense mitigated, but some the errors, 


we dge 


structures, now see the 


least, which it, 
hoped that 
for saner 


will not repeated. 


salem will, perforce, drive the entering 
all parts the country. 

For the ben- 


Salem, well 


would pathetic lesson were learned. 


efit gained, the new and greater sur- 


rounding communities, which can profit 
may well grateful. 


its example, 


ALPH ADAMS CRAM has been appointed senior 
professor architecture the Massachusetts In- 
stitute Technology 


lor, resigned. 


succeed James Knox Tay- 


the 
but cannot fail bring 


Mr. Cram will have practically same faculty now 


employed, some new elements 


into the methods teaching already established. 
Mr. Cram, chairman the Committee Education, 


tional conditions America these apply architecture. 


has long and systematically 


resulted from the 


salient significance have 


Two facts 


deal of 
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first, that while definite steps have been taken 
toward making the more strictly architectural training 
through graduate course, many degrees 
architecture still represent courses that embrace too little 
training those branches study that tend broaden 
the development the student. Second, that there 
apparently considerable lack interest among architects 
the kind and quality education that may 
offered the schools. 

The Institute Technology will see that every 
architectural student is, first all, educated gentleman, 
the old sense the phrase that does not give all his 
time designing problems rendering exercises the 
exclusion history, both general and architectural, liter- 
ature, and philosophy, structural engineering, with- 
out compensating study that civilization both past and 
present that should condition all does. The five-year 
course will strongly 

Provision will made the curriculum for regular, 
even brief, course architectural practice this mani- 
fests itself through the relations architect his em- 
ployees, his clients, his fellow architects, the public, and 
the American Institute Architects. 

will urged Mr. Cram that Technology should 
constant consultation with leading members the 
architectural profession Boston and the entire country, 
and particularly with the the essentials de- 
manded the practice the day. Education, 
worthy its purpose, must satisfy these essentials, and 
should always cognizant the best tendencies the 
architectural profession expressed through the leaders 
the various schools design. Architecture, 
pointed out, continually advancing, and any school 
should kept mobile and condition adapt itself 
the developments architecture itself. 

Mr. ideas the architecture and 
architectural training are now thoroughly well known 
through his various books, well through the color 
may assumed have given the reports the Edu- 
cation Committee under his chairmanship. safe 
assume, therefore, that his influence Technology will 
strongly exerted favor the determination de- 
sign accordance with the materials employed, and also 
toward the conceiving each piece design three 
dimensions rather than two. has made quite 
clear that has little sympathy with design that not 
conditioned the materials used, and that the true test 

good work its actual appearance when translated from 
the two dimensions the sheet drawing paper the 
three dimensions actual construction. holding 
these beliefs, the profession architecture whole will 
support him, since they are both the nature self- 
evident propositions, though not always recognized, and, 
all times, the different schools architecture. 
are right this interpretation the convictions 
the new professor architecture, will interesting 
see just what methods are developed for the 
purpose putting these two principles into practice. 


NEW edition the Catalogue Books Relating 
Architecture,Construction and Decoration the 
Public Library the City has been 

prepared supplement the one first published 1894. 


The books relating architecture have incr 


great number that the new edition 


Work was begun 1909 upon the present catalogue 


} 


bec al 


Boston Society Architects and other 


Library contributing $500 toward the cost 
Miss Mary Rollins, who prepared the firs 


chiefly responsible for the present edition. 


cific enlargement its scope section City Planning 


prepared Mr. Frank Bourne. 


The scheme classification incl 


Biography, Dictionaries, and Theor 
Architecture Countries, Illustrations Architecture, 
Architectural Details, Technical Details, Decoration, 


Handbooks, Related Topics, City Planning, and 
complete Index according Authors, Subjects, and 

those familiar with recent archeological investiga 
tions will realized that impossible draw 
such distinct line between archeolo 
architecture. the present work was decided advi 
able err, all, expanding the first named subject 

The catalogue contains five hundred and thirty-five 
pages and weighs, ready for mailing, forty 
price $1, plus postage. 

UILDING operations throughout the country for 
year improving slowly month mth 
now make favorable comparisons with year ago 

The official reports building permits, issued during the 
Contractor, New York, reach total $68,364,893, 
pared with $65,938,930 for the corresponding month 
ago. This isa gain four per cent, small but 
aging when compared with the less favorable statement 
for some months past. shown previous reports, the 
gains are not uniform. vel 
that some the larger cities are doing Tho 
cities making the relatively better returns include the 
lowing, with percentage gains: Alban 
port, 201; Springfield, 513; Wilkes-Barre, 365 
Toledo, 117; Paterson, 121; Cleveland, 73; Duluth, 
Harrisburg, 61; Hartford, 98; Kansas City, 80; Broo 
lyn, 73; Borough Richmond, New York, 90; 
homa, 56; St. Paul, South Bend, 

The statement building operations for the hal 
trend. The decrease,as compared with the first half 
less than one per cent, the more unfavorable 
earlier the year being almost extinguis The 
cost building permits issued cities for the first 
months 1914 was vith 
848,792 for the first half 1913. 

plansefor the circular building for the new 


House for New York County, 
petition Guy Lowell, architect, 


approved the Board Estimate 


al 


Board, and contract given 


Mr. Lowell granted six per cent 
building, which estimated 


his commission, however, must 


retaining any experts the Court Hous 


time time direct him consult 
ing expert engineering advice. 
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Plate 


City HALL, THE OAKLAND, OAKLAND, PALMER, 
JONES, ARCHITECTS. PLATES 
See article Distinctive American Architecture pages 


PARKER, THOMAS RICE, ARCHITECTS. PLATES 
this new club house the alumni Boston and 
environs have home which admirably fills all the 
ments large and exacting membership. 

Although the site the new building 
land the old Back Bay, was decided not build 
wooden piles, but rather carry the for the walls 


he] 


down to a level bed of firm ravel thirty-fiv LOW 


e feet 
the vrade of the street. 
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was especially desired that the new club house should 
all Harvard men the echoes the older halls 
College Yard, and this was the problem solved. The 
materials the exterior are brick with spotted Milford 
granite for the base; gray limestone for the portico, the 


first story, the window heads, and the cornice. 


BANK, THE COLLATERAL LOAN Company, Boston, 
Mass.; BLACKALL, ARCHITECT. PLATES 107, 108. 
has always been the Boston erect moderately 
low buildings. This building new phase the 
Georgian style, which familiar our domestic archi 


tecture, but here adapted modern commercial 


uses 
and seems particularly appropriate Cornhill, curved 
street one the older sections Boston. 

The exterior walls are red brick laid the manner 
the old State House, Boston. granite base course was 
used with water table white marble. Marble was also 
employed for doorway, window lintels, cornices, date and 
name panels, ornamental cartouche, and cap. The window 
frames are kala- 
meined and the 
heavy outside 
metal. 

The cartouche 
over the cornice 
suggests modern 
French rather 
than the chosen 
stvle, andthe 
breaking the 
roof line much 
after the manner 
the newer work. 
The door frame 
and sash are quite 
Colonial, but the 
semi-circular 
pediment and its 
supporting con- 
soles are 
the English. The 
lintels with the 


Reading Room 


ever, are equally Colonial. will noticed also 
name and date panels are raised this building 
than sunk, the older work. 

During the past two years the growth 
the Georgian style has been turned buildings 


business character with marked 


PLATES 109-112. The house built red brick laid 
Dutch Bond with special pattern work shown the 
illustrations. cream gray mortar 


was used, rough cut flush. 


All half timber work hand 
hewn cypress, finished light tobacco brown color. This 
genuine timber construction, mortised, tenoned, and 
pinned not batten work. The seven brickwork pattern: 
are reproductions from Gifford Hall, England. 

The roof slate, soft variegated colors 
sizes laid irregularly, English fashion. All flashings, 
and conductors are copper with leader heads 
bearing the initial the owner. windows through- 
out are the outward opening casement type and all have 
leaded glass and complete equipment for 
adjusting the window any position. 

The hall and library are paneled nearly the ceiling, 
the living room and dining room being treated pilaster 
and plaster panel with heavy wooden cornice. Oak 
was the wood chosen for these four rooms. was sand 
blasted and finished soft, dark brown color. The 
plaster panels are painted oil blend. The bedrooms 
are finished white paint with birch-mahogany doors. 
The rear halls second floor and the entire third floor 
are cypress dark finish. The floors throughout are 
oak. 

The hardware finished harmonize with the color 
the room which 
located. 

The 
wellequipped with 
public 
stations conven 
iently located. 
the basement 
vacuum 
machine has been 
installed with 
eight 
different parts 
the house for at- 
cleaner 
hose. low pres 
sure steam boiler 
furnishes the 
heat. four 
main 
the first floor have 
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